
  

 
 
 

 
 
Utrecht, the Netherlands, 25 September 2023 
 

a.s.r. introduces article 9 equity fund impact investing, open to third 
parties 

 

a.s.r. asset management is introducing a new equity fund, with a strong sustainable character: the 
‘ASR Wereldwijd Impact Aandelen Fonds’ (“ASR Global Impact Equity Fund”). In line with the recently 
tightened Sustainable Finance Disclosure Regulation (SFDR), this fund qualifies as an Article 9 fund. 
With this fund, a.s.r. offers institutional clients the opportunity to also invest in companies that pursue 
a positive impact on people, the environment and society. The fund simultaneously contributes to 
a.s.r.’s ambition to have € 4.5 billion1 in impact investments in its portfolio by the end of 2024. 
 
The ASR Wereldwijd Impact Aandelen Fonds2 (AWIAF) is suitable for institutional clients who, like a.s.r., also 
want to invest in companies that have a measurable and positive impact on people, the environment and 
society. The portfolio consists of up to 30 listed companies and classifies as an Article 9 fund. All investments 
qualify as sustainable investments and each contribute to one or more Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs)3, as established by the United Nations. 
 
Nico Rieske, head of equities at a.s.r. asset management: ‘In 2019, our equity team established an impact 
portfolio, supporting a.s.r.’s ambition to increase the number of impact investments for a.s.r. With the launch of 
the AWIAF, we are enriching our portfolio, offering institutional clients the opportunity to invest in impact 
investments as well. Part of our philosophy is; that impact should be a sharply defined asset class, contributing 
to advancing a sustainable world and livable society, and also offer an opportunity to yield attractive returns in 
the long run.’ 
 
Article 9 qualification 
The SFDR is a European regulation that aims to provide greater transparency on how financial parties 
incorporate sustainability risks and opportunities into their investment decisions and the investment fund must 
consist for the most part of so-called sustainable investments. Sustainable investments are investments in an 
economic activity that contributes to the achievement of an environmental objective (E) or the achievement of 
a social objective (S) without seriously compromising other environmental or social objectives and the investee 
companies follow good governance practices (G). Impact investments are a category of sustainable 
investments.  In the case of Article 9, sustainability is a binding and mandatory part of the investment process. 
For more information on the sustainability features, please refer to the fund information on the website. a.s.r. 
asset management emphasizes that investing, in addition to opportunity for return, also involves risk. 
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About a.s.r. 
ASR Nederland N.V. (a.s.r.) ranks among the top 3 insurers in the Netherlands. a.s.r. offers products and services in the 
fields of insurance, pensions and mortgages for consumers, business customers and employers. In addition, a.s.r. is active 
as an asset manager for third parties. a.s.r. is listed on Euronext Amsterdam and is included in the AEX Index. For more 
information, visit www.asrnederland.nl.  
 
About a.s.r. asset management 
a.s.r. asset management, the Dutch asset manager, has well over €75 billion in assets under management (FY: 2022). We 
are a down-to-earth, Dutch asset manager that recognises the importance of sustainable investing. Customers of a.s.r.  

 
1 a.s.r.’s impact portfolio currently exceeds 3.3 billion (30 June 2023).  
2 ASR Wereldwijd Impact Aandelen Fonds: asrassetmanagement.com/fund-information/fund-details-nl0015001fd0.   
3 The Sustainable Development Goals: these are 17 goals established by the United Nations to achieve a sustainable world for all by 
2030. For more information, visit: sdgs.un.org/goals; www.unpri.org/download.  
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asset management include pension funds, insurers, donor-advised funds, educational institutions and government bodies. 
We work together with them on a daily basis to achieve a sound return. A return that contributes to their goals. a.s.r. asset 
management is part of ASR Nederland N.V. For more information, please visit asrassetmanagement.com.  
 
Disclaimer 
The terms of this disclaimer ('Disclaimer') apply to this press release of ASR Nederland N.V. and all ASR legal vehicles 
and businesses operating in the Netherlands ('ASR Nederland'). Please read this Disclaimer carefully. 
 
ASR Nederland has taken all reasonable care in the reliability and accurateness of this press release. Nevertheless, it is 
possible that information contained in this message is incomplete or incorrect. The information in this press release may 
also be (partly) based on beliefs, assumptions and expectations of future performance, taking into account information that 
was available to ASR Nederland at the moment of drafting of this document ASR Nederland warns that the information 
could entail certain risks and uncertainties, as also referred to in the Risk Factors section in recent public disclosures made 
by ASR Nederland, so that the actual results of ASR Nederland could differ from the information in this document. ASR 
Nederland does not accept liability for any damages resulting from this press release in case the information in this press 
release is incorrect or incomplete. 
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